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The KERC has been laying down a
foundation for Korea-EU research
cooperation since its establishment.
Especially for last two years, the KERC
has grown into an essential part of
Korea-EU R8I policy cooperation by
strengthening its information aspect,
expanding its network and creating
new opportunities for collaboration.

In upcoming years, we aim to build a true
information and networking platform
for Korea-EU research cooperation. 5y

Director General
CHO Woohyun Ph.D
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Korea-EU Research Centre

ABOUT KERC

“A Bridgehead to enhance Korea-EU R§D Cooperation”

Korea-EU Research Centre (KERC) was established in 2013 to promote the
R&I cooperation between Korea and the EU. The KERC serves as a platform to
facilitate R&I policy and research collaboration.

History

To focus on R&D and policy
cooperation, the Centre was
reformed into the Korea-EU Research
Centre (KERC). The Innovation part
was moved to Berlin (Germany), with
its name Korea Innovation Center
Europe (KIC Europe).

Establishment of Korean
office in Brussels, in the heart
of the EU, was first proposed
during the 4th Joint Science
& Technology Cooperation

Committee. Mar.2022~-Now

Mar.2017

With more strategic agenda and
increased budget, the KERC has
strengthened its role and has
grown into an essential part of
Korea-Europe Research and
Policy Cooperation.
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Korea Research & Innovation
Centre - Europe (KIC Europe) was
established as a local non-profit
organization during the Korea-EU B it
Summit in 2013, which marked the

50th diplomatic relations between

Korea and the EU.

Main policy area

EU Framework Korea-EU Digital Bilateral R.&D Other Natlonf\l

Programme Partnership Cooperation Research Funding
(Horizon Europe) (Digital Policy) with European Programs and
countries Opportunities

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Main Roles

Korean Liaison To facilitate cooperation between Korea and the EU on a national,

Office to the EU governmental and institutional level,the KERCserves asapolicy cooperation
platform between Korea and Europe. The KERC functions as one of overseas
offices of the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF), and we have
hosted following national institutes by so far:
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Seconded staffs hosted by the KERCare designated as NCPs in their respective
fields of expertise.

National The KERC coordinates Korean NCPs for Horizon Europe to promote Korean
Contact participation in EU R&l framework programme. We organize info session
Point (NCP) and education & training workshops for NCPs, and provide extensive
Coordinator information on Horizon Europe.
|
Korea-EU The KERC connects Korea and Europe to revitalize research cooperation
Research and to create joint R&D project.
Cooperation
Platform
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Korean To identify potential cooperation area, and to increase awareness and
Observatory on understanding on European R&! landscape, we keep track of EU’s policy and

European R&l research trends.

OUR ACTIVITIES

Our Activities

1 1
| The KERC collects, |
: analyzes, shares and The KERC connects Korea |
' accumulates information and Europe by active '
: to generate knowledge networking activities :
! and build database !

The KERC supports and
facilitates cooperation

The KERC identifies and :
I
between Korea and Europe !
I

creates opportunities for
joint research and career

on national, governmental,
development

organizational level

! |
: The KERC ensures better The KERC raises :
' coordination and hosting Promotion awareness of Korea-EU |
: service for NCPs R&!I cooperation :

Work Programme 2023-2026

The main objective of the KERC for next 3 years is to become a central Information & Networking
hub for the Korea-EU research cooperation and to strengthen its role as path-finder and facilitator.

Information Hub Networking Hub Path-finder and Facilitator

Support policy
cooperation between

Integrate to European Korea and Europe

Build a central R&l Network
information hub for Identify and create
Korea-EU research opportunity for joint
cooperation, especially research
on Horizon Europe Support partnering

and matchmaking Support research

career development

Details of Activities

Information In 2022, we strengthened our information services exponentially by maximizing
the amount of information that we provide while keeping its quality in order to
cover all R&l related issue.

To maximize visibility and use of these information, we Increased newsletter
services, we published various reports and launched new initiatives.

Through these activities, we currently serve as a forefront source of information
to Korea on research and innovation policy and research activities in Europe.

The KERC will continue its effort to provide high-quality information service,
and will enhance knowledge generating aspect with more expertise in priority
areas such as digital policy and Horizon Europe.

Also, we will increase information on Korea’s R&l policy and landscape for
European partners.
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Publications

1,050+ 1,700+
EU R&I New Posts
news articles - on website

2022-2023
INFORMATION

SHARING
ACTIVITIES

New Initiatives

- Weekly policy briefing -7
- About Europe
+ KERC Factsheet

. Website Renewal

- Improving interface
- Building web database

200+

Newsletters




Networking

Facilitating

The KERC actively participates in major European R&! events, seminars, forums
and other activities online and offline.

Over past two years, we have established many new connections with R&! actors
in Europe and Korea.

Through numerous meetings and discussions with our old and new partners,
we successfully launched joint activities that contributed to Korea-EU
research cooperation.

Ministry of Science and ICT

European . National Research
Funding Agencies Foundation of Korea

European Research National Institutes &
Institutes & Universities ) ” =~~~ "7 Universities

Korean Scientists
Brussels R&l Network National NCPs & Engineers Association
in Europe

Our aim is to be integrated into European R&I community. To this end, we will
actively engage with existing European R&I associations and networks.

The ultimate goal of the KERC is to create a Korea-Europe R&l Networking Plat-
form where researchers and organizations can share information, find partners
and launch a joint activity such as a match-making event, info-session, work-
shop and everything.

The KERC keeps the government up to date with latest information on European
STl policy and landscape, and advises them on major policy cooperation areas
with Europe.

For last two years, we mainly focused on the negotiation between Korea and the
EU on Horizon Europe association and ROK-EU Digital Partnership

As a local base in Europe, the KERC supports, engages, facilitates and coor-
dinates policy cooperation discussions between national governments or
research organizations.

Bilateral Cooperation

ROK-EU Digital with European

Partnership S
preparation and (Switzerland, United

implementation Kingdom, Netherlands,
France and so on)

Horizon Europe
Association &
Participation

Path-finding

Management
& Promoting

In 2022 and 2023, we have initiated several new activities that can help young
Korean researchers to develop their research career in Europe.

Itincludes MSCA PF online workshop, the very first event that officially introduced
MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship programme to Korean researchers, and the KERC
Youth Forum, the first-in-kind event that provided a platform for mentorship,
networking and information sharing to Korean young scientists in Europe.

Monthly
I*tand 2" KERC EU research
Youth Forum career newsletters
(2022 & 2023) (funding & job

opportunities)
1t MSCA

PF Online 20+

Workshop info-sessions

We provide tailored info-session to Korean research organizations that seek
collaboration opportunity with Europe. During 2022 and 2023, we organized
more than 20 info-sessions online and in person

Also, we consult Korean organizations that visit Europe for international coop-
eration in research and policy. Every month, 2~3 organizations from Korea visit
the KERC.

As a helpdesk for Korea-EU Collaboration, we respond to the questions about
European research programmes and to the requests on finding partners in
Europe. There were in average 100 inquiries a year in 2022 and 2023.

The KERC serves as a bridgehead and a pivotal point to support Korean organiza-
tions’ cooperation with Europe.

It coordinates Korean NCPs, hosts seconded staffs from major national institutes,
supports and establishes other overseas offices in Europe, and bring them to-
gether to make synergies to Korea-EU cooperation in Science and Technology.

Also, we provide education & training program to Korean R&l staffs in collabora-
tion with our local partners. It aims to enhance their global capacity and to learn
from best practices of Europe.

Finally, the KERC promotes Korea-EU research cooperation by raising awareness
and understanding of R&I policies and landscapes of both sides.

We produce a variety of multimedia and publications, and actively launching
promotional activities through events and social media.
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