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Application timeline: Start ~12 months before the due date!



- Well-known across Europe

- No restrictions on nationality of researcher

- Can apply up to 8 years after receiving PhD (but 12 

months within starting in host institute)

- Includes family allowance and travel funds

Advantages of MSCA-PF funding



- Excellence (X.XX/5.00, Weight = 50%)

- Impact (X.XX/5.00, Weight = 30%)

- Implementation (X.XX/5.00, Weight = 20%)

Evaluation criteria (threshold: 70/100)

Scientific Proposal 
(4-5 pages)

Supervision, training, 
impact, implementation
(5-6 pages)



Strength of proposal: Interdisciplinary topic & background

“Quantitative analysis of mechanical cues in embryo 
implantation… truly novel and very relevant”

“Two-way transfer of knowledge is proven and excellent… 
researcher’s existing experience in engineering and biophysics 
strongly supports the proposed work in mechanobiology”



Strength of proposal: Detailed plan for collaboration

“The proposed interdisciplinary approach involves 
collaborations with labs with deep expertise in opto-mechanics, 
mechanobiology…. appropriate and necessary for the objectives 
to be achieved.”

“The strategies outlined for mitigation of the identified scientific 
risks are not sufficiently described, but the expertise of the 
collaborators helps to reduce risks.”



Weakness of proposal: Overambitious training plan

“Small misalignment between researcher’s existing skills and 
advanced skills required for the completion of the proposal… 
slightly overambitious within time frame available.”



Tips: Align dissemination/exploitation with purported impact

“The communication and public engagement activities are excellent 
and cover appropriate target audiences, including physicians.”

Social/economic impact: I aspire that the findings of this 
project will provide us insight on implantation during human 
pregnancy, allowing us to apply our findings to promote healthy 
pregnancy and improve infertility treatments.



Expected contribution of proposed skills development to future 
career of researcher: The proposed project will support
my growth… eventually to become a group leader.

Tips: Align training with future career goals

Events and workshops on scientific writing and communication, 
data management, mentoring and leadership, all significantly 
expanding the skills necessary to become an independent 
researcher, which is the researcher’s ultimate career goal.



“A Gantt chart is 
included and complete, 
covering all key tasks in 
logical order”

Tips: Include a comprehensive Gantt chart



Tips: Ask for help! 



Good luck!
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