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What is Alliance 
4 Universities?

A strategic partnership of 4 research leading 
Spanish Public Universities… since 2009

4 Universities
2 Cities

1 Alliance

Universitat Autònoma
de Barcelona

Universitat Pompeu Fabra
de Barcelona

Universidad Autónoma 
de Madrid

Universidad Carlos III 
de Madrid

MADRID BARCELONA

MADRID

BARCELONA



A-4U
Objectives 
and Joint Actions

1. Promotion of European research
activities through a permanent office 
in Brussels (OPERA), which facilitates 
participation of A-4U researchers in 
European programmes and decision-
making

2. IUNE Observatory 
an information database for the 
evaluation of research in Spanish 
universities, recognised by the 
Ministry of Education of Spain

3. Common strategy of internationalisation
Africa (South, West)

4. Joint undergraduate programmes
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (since 2013)
Sciences (since 2020)
Science, Technology and Humanities (since 2021)
Partially English-taught

OPERA: Office for the Promotion of European Research Activities



17%
of the scientific production 
(papers) in the Spanish 
University System

63%
Open Access Publications 
(2013-2022)

Research at 
Alliance 
4 Universities

A-4U enhances the strategic collaboration
between Madrid and Barcelona as the
two most R&D intensive regions in Spain

600 H2020
projects with a total 
EU-funding of 273 M €

12%
funding from Spanish R&I 
National Program

59%
of the sci papers with 
International Collaboration

6%
of the Permanent Research 
and Teaching Staff in the 
Spanish University System

378 HE
projects with a total 
EU-funding of 188 M € Data from IUNE Report 2023



A4U-OPERA – Added Value
Promotion of European research activities through a permanent office in Brussels (OPERA), 
which facilitates participation of A-4U researchers in European programmes and decision-
making processes

 Radar to strategic information and opportunities (new programs, new initiatives)
 Digestion of all the information created daily in Brussels and inform adequately Local 

European Projects Support Offices  (bulletins and dedicated emails)
 Participation in brokerage events and position A4U research and researchers
 Meeting spaces for A4U Researchers 

OPERA: Office for the Promotion of European Research Activities





HE CL1 Projects

OPERA: Office for the Promotion of European Research Activities

Project EU contribution (EUR)CORDIS linkProject AcronymINSTITUTION
4.650.797,00 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057400 AICEUAB
6.935.380,75 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057114EChiLiBRiSTUAB
9.188.294,00 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057554IDAlertUAB

13.854.592,75 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101132901LIVERAIMUAB
7.928.632,83 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101156370VaMPiREUAB

56.317.412,61 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101156595ERDERAUAB
6.975.977,50 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101080651MENTBESTUAM
9.993.416,25 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101137464ORTHO-ALLO-UNIONUAM
9.188.294,00 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101057554IDAlertUPF
5.999.510,00 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101080251TRUSTINGUPF
9.991.877,50 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101136438GEMINIUPF
5.925.130,00 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101136652PLANET4HEALTHUPF
6.999.194,50 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101136991EBV-MSUPF

13.524.750,00 € http://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101172693VICT3RUPF



OPERA: Office for the Promotion of European Research Activities

Universities’ Expertise



ANA JANIC

Principal Investigator Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF)

Contact: ana.janic@upf.edu

Main Research Lines:

My research focuses on Cancer Biology, specifically investigating the mechanisms of tumour suppressors, DNA damage, and the role of p53. A key
area of my work involves immunotherapy approaches to combat cancer.

Lab Website: https://www.upf.edu/web/cancer-biology

Interest in Horizon Europe Cluster 1 Topics (WP2025): I am interested in the call HORIZON-HLTH-2025-01-TOOL-05: "Boosting the translation of 
biotech research into innovative health therapies". My expertise in cancer biology and immunotherapy is highly relevant to developing novel 
biotechnology-derived therapeutics, such as advanced cell therapies or therapeutic vaccines, for cancer treatment. This call's focus on accelerating 
the transition from preclinical research to early clinical phases aligns directly with my goal of translating fundamental discoveries in cancer biology 
into innovative health solutions for patients



JAVIER MACÍA

Associate Professor Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF)

Contact: javier.macia@upf.edu

Main Research Lines:

My research focuses on Synthetic Biology applied to biomedical solutions. We develop biosensors, biomaterials, and explore bioengineering to 
create biological systems with novel functionalities.  

Lab Website: https://www.upf.edu/web/sbba

Interest in Horizon Europe Cluster 1 Topics (WP2025): I am interested in the call HORIZON-HLTH-2025-01-TOOL-01: "Enhancing cell therapies 
with genomic techniques". My expertise in synthetic biology and bioengineering directly aligns with the development of genetically engineered 
cells, the engineering of synthetic circuits, and the creation of cells with improved therapeutic properties, which are key aspects of this call.  



LORENZO PASQUALI

Professor Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF)

Contact: lorenzo.pasquali@upf.edu

Main Research Lines:

My research focuses on Endocrine Regulatory Genomics, investigating the genomic and epigenetic regulation of insulin-producing pancreatic beta cells. We combine molecular genetics and
bioinformatic approaches to understand regulatory mechanisms controlling cell function and fate in endocrine tissues, particularly in the context of diabetes and neuroendocrine tumors.

Lab Website: https://www.upf.edu/web/endocrine-regulatory-genomics

Interest in Horizon Europe Cluster 1 Topics (WP2025):
HORIZON-HLTH-2025-01-TOOL-01: Enhancing cell therapies with genomic techniques
HORIZON-HLTH-2025-01-DISEASE-06: Implementation research addressing strategies to strengthen health systems for equitable high-quality care and health outcomes in the context of non-
communicable diseases (GACD)
HORIZON-HLTH-2025-01-TOOL-02: Advancing cell secretome-based therapies
HORIZON-HLTH-2025-01-TOOL-03: Leveraging multimodal data to advance Generative Artificial Intelligence applicability in biomedical research (GenAI4EU)

My background in genomics, epigenetic regulation, and computational biology, particularly as applied to human cell function and the pathogenesis of diabetes, aligns closely with the scientific and
translational goals of these calls. Regarding "Enhancing cell therapies with genomic techniques", my work directly contributes to the development of genetically and epigenetically engineered cells with
improved therapeutic functionalities. For "Advancing cell secretome-based therapies", I am involved in research focused on uncovering the regulatory mechanisms that govern secretome composition in
human cells. These insights can support the optimization of secretome-based products for regenerative medicine applications. In the context of "Leveraging multimodal data to advance Generative
Artificial Intelligence applicability in biomedical research", my team is actively exploring deep learning approaches for integrating and analyzing single-cell multi-omic datasets. Although not directly
related to basic science, I am also interested in the DISEASE-06 call, as my translational work intersects with strategies to improve care models for complex chronic conditions such as diabetes—an area
central to equitable and high-quality health outcomes.







https://bsel.uc3m.es/members/











Thank you 
for your attention

For more information:

Ignasi Salvadó Estivill
Director
Brussels Office
Alliance 4 Universities

Rue du Trône, 62, 6th Floor
ignasi.salvado@a-4u.eu
+32 2 289 25 69
+34 619 131 206
www.alianza4universidades.eu


